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Respected Guests, and Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Evening.
I am Masayoshi Shibata, the Deputy Chairman of the Executive Committee
of the Presidents’ Forum.

Today, on behalf of Kanazawa University, I'd like to thank you for attending
this Forum for such a long time. And also I'd like to show my sincere
thanks to four Presidents, who came from across the sea and shared their
profound insights in Asia with us. Furthermore I mustn’t forget to express
no less thanks than before to Prof. Hiroto Ishida, who led us to the
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presidents’ “wisdoms” by his brilliant control of their panel discussion.

Well, I'm very sorry to those who didn’t attend yesterday’s welcome party, I
explained there how and why I was given an “honored punishment” of
making three closing speeches in this Forum, yesterday, today, and tomorrow
because I had planned such an extraordinary event. Yesterday I was
allowed to be subjected to the “speech punishment” by making three small
stories on the theme of three important concepts in my research field,
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philosophy. These concepts are “possibility,” “actuality,” and “necessity.”

Today I will tell you my second story, a story about “possibility.”

Yesterday’s story was like this. Please imagine that there are five planets
in the dark space of the universe, far away from the Galaxy. The first
planet is called “Dragon,” the second “Tiger,” the third “King’s Elephant,” the
fourth “Golden Turtle,” and the last “Phoenix.” But these planets are all
suffering terribly, and will die out some day in the future if they stay as they
are. The causes of this disaster are the decadence of civilization, epidemics
of disease, gigantic natural catastrophes and so on. Those planets cannot



communicate with each other, because they speak different languages. In
this situation, to try to escape from their troubles, they wished for something
infinite, some so-called “transcendence” without diversity to appear in their
world, as though they could have an absolute language giving them
mysterious communication ability.

But I think today’s forum taught us the following. What they should do is
to become one with others toward the future, by recognizing and accepting
each other’s differences. That is to “unite for the future” with diversity.
Here I believe they, indeed we could have a fruitful “possibility” where one
lives with his or her limitations straightforwardly without seeking
something infinite in vain.

Today’s forum brought us many precious gifts other than such a lesson. It is
also in the “possibility” given to us how we use these gifts.

Lastly, I would really appreciate you if you clap your hands warmly to the
staff of Kanazawa University for preparing this forum entirely, including
Prof. Michiko Yaezawa, who beautifully held the ceremony, and of course the
presidents as main characters.

Thank you.
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