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Welcome, new students of Kanazawa University!

Back when a non-Japanese president of a university entered a university as a
freshman like you, he asked the following question of his father, who was also a
president of a different university at that time. “What was the most difficult answer
you ever had to give?” His father replied, “I don’t know.” “What?” the son responded.
“You did know anything?” “That's not what I mean,” his father corrected him. “The
most difficult thing for us to say is to answer clearly “I don’t know” about what we don’t
know.”

“I should know exactly what I don’t know”, this essentially Socratic attitude
becomes increasingly harder to honestly hold as we grow older, and gain more and more
knowledge. We are afraid of looking stupid, we try to show off, we get overconfident—,
so that we unconsciously cloud our own vision to the point that we believe that we know
things we actually don’t know. That stands in the way of getting true knowledge.

This is why I recommend you, as new university students, not to deceive yourselves
with this kind of false knowing. Ask yourself sincerely what you truly know for sure.

Our university set forth Kanazawa University “Global” Standard (KUGS) in the
2014 academic year to outline the knowledge and skills that it promises to give you
upon finishing undergraduate or graduate school, so there are two versions, one for
undergraduate and the other for graduate students. I'd like to take this opportunity to
talk about the 3rd standard of 5 standards included in both of these versions. This 3rd
standard is “express thoughts and values.” This means “an ability to express your own
concepts and ideas clearly by making full use of linguistic expressions and logical
construction, and also to convey your feelings and values accurately to other people”.

It’s not clear whether this is true or not, but supposedly a certain French scholar
once bragged about his mother tongue, “French is the best language in the world
because the words line up just the way we think even when we think anything.” But
actually, any language in the world probably seems that way to the people who speak it.
Then, is our “thought” always so “clear” to ourselves? Unfortunately, we are all made
painfully aware that isn’t the case by the struggles of choosing our words carefully to
elaborate sentences appropriately. Ideas and images that pop up suddenly in our mind
typically aren’t clear at all until we’ve expressed them in words. Moreover, when we'’re
explaining them to others, they wouldn’t be fully realized if each piece of their
expressions hadn’t put together in a logical way.

However, words and expressions are not created and interpreted merely according
to a set of rules. The complex cluster of values and rich emotions of the speaker or
writer lurks beneath the surface of the expressions. More than that, we all have a



fundamental desire to share our deep-seated feelings and values with others, and to
express our true selves to them. This is just the reason why we are human beings.
We have a fundamental need for expressing ourselves...

I hope that all of you will refine your self-expression further through your “active
learnings” here at Kanazawa University.






